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TOPICS COVERED 

1. New criminal laws in effect; amendments soon   (GS Paper II: Justice 

System) 

2. Indian diplomat summoned over sailor’s death   (GS Paper II: India-Sri 

lanka) 

3. Veteran Sri Lankan Tamil leader R. Sampanthan dead   (PCS) 

4. Commemorate Santhal rebellion;   (GS Paper I: Tribal Movement) 

5. Meningoencephalitis due to amoebic infection claims two lives in Kerala   

(GS Paper III: Basic Science) 

6. India identified 641 fauna species and 339 taxa of plants last year   (GS 

Paper III: Environment) 

7. General Dwivedi assumes charge as the 30th Chief of the Army Staff   

(PCS) 

8. Modi releases books on Venkaiah Naidu, says he is an ‘inspiration’ (PCS) 

9. Court on climate right and how India can enforce it   (GS Paper III: 

Environment) 

10.  The Indian cricket team finally did justice to the ‘favourite’ tag   (PCS) 

11.  On Tamil Nadu’s financial distress   (GS Paper II: Center-State Relations) 

12.  Should education be brought back to the State list?   (GS II: Education) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Where is Katchatheevu? 

• Katchatheevu is a small, uninhabited 
island. 

• It covers an area of approximately 
285 acres. 

• The island is situated in the Palk 
Strait. 

• It lies about 14.5 km south of Delft 
Island. 

• Katchatheevu is located 
approximately 16 km northeast of 
Rameswaram. 

• The island is barren and lacks 
drinking water or infrastructure. 

• The only structure on the island is a 
Catholic shrine dedicated to St. 
Anthony. 



 

 

 
 

What was the dispute? 

• The dispute over ownership of Katchatheevu began in 1921 between the British colonial 

governments of Madras and Ceylon. 

• Negotiations between the two sides lasted for five decades until they were settled in 1974 

and 1976. 

• Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi of India and Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka signed 

bilateral agreements during this time. 

• These agreements declared Katchatheevu as part of Sri Lanka's territory. 

• They also established a maritime boundary in the Gulf of Mannar and Bay of Bengal to 

define exclusive economic zones for both countries. 

• Under the agreements, India and Sri Lanka have sovereign rights over resources in their 

respective exclusive economic zones. 

• Despite the territorial dispute, Tamil Nadu fishermen visit Katchatheevu annually in 

March for the St. Anthony's festival. 

• The 1974 agreement permits Indian fishermen to access the island for rest, drying of 

nets, and the festival, but fishing activity is prohibited. 

What did India get? 

• In the past, New Delhi was perceived as benefiting diplomatically by maintaining close 

ties with Sri Lanka. 

• This diplomatic relationship was crucial as Sri Lanka was leaning towards China during 

that time. 

• After the liberation of Bangladesh, India aimed to strengthen ties with Sri Lanka, 

especially considering the issue of citizenship for stateless Indian-origin Tamils in Sri 

Lanka. 

• As part of the diplomatic negotiations, New Delhi gained sovereign rights over Wadge 

Bank, a location rich in marine resources near Kanyakumari. 

• Recently, the Union 

Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas invited offers 

for oil and gas exploration 

in India, including around 

Wadge Bank. 



 

 

• However, this move faced criticism from local residents of Kanyakumari and 

environmentalists due to concerns about potential negative impacts on the marine 

ecosystem. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Santhal Rebellion 
         The Santhal Rebellion, also known as the Santhal 
Hool, was a significant uprising against British colonial rule 
and zamindari (landlord) system by the Santhal tribe in 
the mid-19th century.  
 

• Location: The rebellion took place in the present-
day regions of Jharkhand, West  Bengal, Bihar, and 
Odisha. 

• Period: The rebellion occurred between 1855 and 
1856. 

• Tribe: The Santhals are an indigenous tribal 
community primarily involved in agriculture. 

Causes 
1. Land Exploitation: The introduction of the 

Permanent Settlement Act of 1793 by the British 
led to the zamindari system, where land was 
given to landlords (zamindars) who exploited the 
tribals by imposing heavy taxes. 

2. Economic Exploitation: The Santhals were 
subjected to high-interest rates on loans taken from moneylenders, often resulting in their land 
being seized when they could not repay the debts. 

3. Social Discrimination: The Santhals faced social discrimination from the upper castes and 
landlords. 

4. Destruction of Traditional Life: The influx of outsiders (dikus), moneylenders, traders, and revenue 
officials disrupted the traditional lifestyle and economy of the Santhals. 

Key Figures 
• Sidhu Murmu: One of the principal leaders of the rebellion. 
• Kanhu Murmu: Brother of Sidhu, also a key leader. 
• Chand and Bhairav Murmu: Younger brothers of Sidhu and Kanhu who also played significant roles. 

The Rebellion 
• Initiation: The rebellion began on June 30, 1855, when Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu mobilized around 

10,000 Santhals and declared their rebellion against the British and zamindars. 
• Methods: The Santhals used traditional weapons like bows and arrows and initially attacked 

government officials, moneylenders, and zamindars. 
• Spread: The rebellion spread rapidly across the Santhal Parganas and neighboring areas, leading to 

widespread violence and conflict. 
Suppression 

• British Response: The British government initially underestimated the rebellion but soon realized its 
magnitude. They deployed a large military force to quell the uprising. 

• Brutal Repression: The British forces, with the help of zamindars, used brutal measures to suppress 
the rebellion, including mass killings and destruction of Santhal villages. 



 

 

• End: By early 1856, the rebellion was largely suppressed, with many Santhal leaders, including Sidhu 
and Kanhu, being killed or captured. 

 

 

 



 

 

 Amoebic Meningoencephalitis  
• Primary amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM) is a rare but severe brain infection caused by Naegleria 

fowleri, a free-living amoeba found in 
warm freshwater environments such as 
lakes, rivers, hot springs, and poorly 
maintained swimming pools.  

• When contaminated water enters the 
body through the nose, usually during 
activities like swimming or diving, the 
amoeba can travel to the brain and cause 
inflammation and destruction of brain 
tissue. 

• Symptoms of amoebic 
meningoencephalitis typically begin within 
a few days to a week after exposure and 
may include severe headache, fever, 
nausea, vomiting, stiff neck, confusion, 
seizures, and hallucinations.  

• The infection progresses rapidly and can 
lead to serious complications, including coma and death, within a short period. 

 
 

• Amoebas are single-celled microorganisms that 
belong to the phylum Amoebozoa.  

• They are characterized by their shape-shifting 
abilities and their method of movement 
through the extension and retraction of 
pseudopods, or "false feet." 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

UPSC PRELIMS 2024 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  
Himalayan Ibex Siberian Ibex 

 

Invertebrate and vertebrate species represent two major divisions 
within the animal kingdom based on the presence or absence of a 
backbone or vertebral column.  
Invertebrates: 

• Definition: Invertebrates are animals that do not possess a 
backbone or vertebral column. They make up the vast 
majority of animal species, constituting about 97% of all 
known animal species. 

• Examples: Invertebrates include diverse groups such as 
insects, arachnids, mollusks, echinoderms, annelids, 
cnidarians, and more. 

Vertebrates: 

• Definition: Vertebrates are animals that possess a 
backbone or vertebral column composed of individual 
vertebrae. 

• Examples: Vertebrates include fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, and mammals.  
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Court on climate right and how India can enforce it 

(01 July 2024) 
Because India is still developing, what the country needs is a law that enables progress 

toward low-carbon and climate resilient development 



 

 

• The Supreme Court of India made a significant judgment in the case of M.K. Ranjitsinh 

and Ors. vs Union of India & Ors. 

• The judgment established the constitutional right to be free from the adverse effects of 

climate change. 

• This right is derived from the right to life and the right to equality. 

• The judgment presents an opportunity for the new government to consider and 

implement more systematic governance regarding climate change. 

A new right around climate 

• Scholars and legal practitioners are analyzing the judgment. 

• The issue was about building electricity transmission lines through the habitat of the 

Great Indian Bustard. 

• The government argued that protecting the bird's habitat affected renewable energy 

potential. 

• The Court prioritized transmission infrastructure for renewable energy development. 

• The judgment introduced a new 'climate right' based on the right to life and equality. 

• This could lead to climate litigation, empowering citizens to demand protection of this 

right. 

• Questions remain about the Court's emphasis on clean energy and how the climate right 

will be protected. 

• The judgment suggests the need for comprehensive climate legislation. 

• Court-led actions may result in incomplete protections and require multiple policy 

actions. 

• Climate legislation could provide a structured framework for future policy and 

governance. 

Indian context is important 

• India should consider climate legislation tailored to its context. 

• Transitioning to a low-carbon energy future is necessary but not sufficient. 

• Climate legislation should support sustainable cities, buildings, and transport. 

• It should enable local adaptation measures, like heat action plans. 

• Mechanisms for climate-resilient crops should be included. 

• Legislation should protect key ecosystems like mangroves. 

• Social equity should be considered in achieving these tasks. 

• The goal is to integrate climate change considerations into India's development. 

• A single, comprehensive climate law is not feasible for India. 

• Existing legal frameworks already cover many areas. 

• It is difficult to anticipate all ways to prepare for climate change. 

• India can learn from international experiences. 



 

 

• Many countries, like the UK, focus narrowly on regulating carbon emissions. 

• This approach is not suitable for India. 

• India needs a law enabling low-carbon and climate-resilient development. 

• An enabling law stimulates development-focused decisions across sectors. 

• This law should emphasize both adaptation and mitigation. 

• It should create institutions, processes, and standards for mainstreaming climate 

change. 

• The law should support knowledge-sharing, transparency, public participation, expert 

consultation, and setting and revising targets and timelines. 

The factor of federalism 

• An effective Indian climate law must work within Indian federalism. 

• Relevant areas like urban policy, agriculture, and water are under State or local 

authority. 

• The law should set a national framework while empowering States and local 

governments. 

• It should provide information and finance to enable effective local action. 

• The law should also involve business, civil society, and communities in decision-making. 

• Participation from all sections of society is essential for addressing climate change. 

• These principles can help create a climate law that fulfills the promise of the Ranjitsinh 

judgment. 

New beginnings: On India’s ICC T20 World Cup 

2024 win (01 July 2024) 
Indian cricket team finally did justice to the ‘favourite’ tag 

• India ended its long drought in ICC tournaments by winning the ICC T20 World Cup in 

Bridgetown, Barbados. 

• This was India's first title since the 2013 Champions Trophy in England. 

• Previous underdog victories include the 1983 ODI World Cup and the 2007 ICC World 

T20. 

• Indian teams are now expected to perform well in multi-team events due to high 

expectations from fans and the diaspora. 

• India was in good form but lost to Australia in the 2023 ODI World Cup final. 

• In the T20 World Cup final, India defeated South Africa by seven runs. 

• Key performances included Virat Kohli's 76, all-rounders Axar Patel and Hardik Pandya, 

and Suryakumar Yadav's crucial catch. 

• Rohit Sharma led the team well, and Jasprit Bumrah's bowling was exceptional. 



 

 

• South Africa lost to a stronger Indian team in the final. 

• Arshdeep Singh performed well under pressure from Heinrich Klaasen and David Miller. 

• South Africa has yet to win significant ICC silverware but earned admiration. 

• Small changes could have led to a different outcome. 

• Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, and Ravindra Jadeja are retiring from T20Is, marking the end 

of an era. 

• Coach Rahul Dravid is also stepping down. 

• The T20 World Cup in the West Indies and the United States had challenging pitches 

unlike the IPL. 

• Afghanistan's journey to the semifinals was inspiring, showing resilience despite difficult 

circumstances. 

Weaponising PMLA: On the Hemant Soren case (01 

July) 
The finding that Soren may not be guilty exposes ED’s approach to political cases 

• Former Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren was granted bail. 

• The Enforcement Directorate's use of money-laundering cases against political 

opponents is questionable. 

• The Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) requires courts to find preliminary 

guilt before granting bail. 

• Soren spent five months in prison and resigned as Chief Minister when his arrest was 

imminent. 

• Granting bail can embarrass the prosecution and government, suggesting the accused 

may not be guilty. 

• Justice Rongon Mukhopadhyay granted Soren bail, finding him likely not guilty. 

• The Enforcement Directorate's case against Soren was based on a police case involving 

forgery and land possession. 

• The Enforcement Directorate claimed its actions prevented the illegal acquisition of 

land. 

• The court questioned why no one unlawfully evicted from the land sought legal redress. 

• The agency inferred Mr. Soren planned to build a banquet hall based on a consultant's 

plan found on an accused's phone. 

• The court questioned this inference as it was based on proximity to the involved land. 

• The court discounted the argument that Soren set up Raj Kumar Pahan to exculpate 

himself. 

• The High Court's findings may be appealed or revisited during the trial. 



 

 

• The case highlights the haste of central agencies in arresting political figures based on 

inferences. 

Respite may still elude a beleaguered community 

(01 July) 
Scrutiny of the 2024 election campaign and representation in the 18th Lok Sabha shows a 

targeting of and a discrimination against the Muslim community 

• Lord Dufferin noted in 1888 that Muslims in British India numbered 50 million. 

• Today, India's Muslim population has grown significantly. 

• Indian Muslims face challenges including lynching, judicial actions, and riots under the 

BJP regime since 2014. 

• The outcome of the 2024 general election saw relief among many Muslims as the BJP 

lost its majority. 

• India has returned to a coalition government era after the BJP's majority in 2014 and 

2019. 

A mix of optimism and scepticism 

• India's return to a coalition government is seen as a potential hope for secular politics. 

• Regional parties could counter the BJP's Hindutva agenda and anti-Muslim biases. 

• Some skepticism remains about the transformative potential of the new Modi regime. 

• Coalition leaders like Nitish Kumar and N. Chandrababu Naidu have historical ties with 

majoritarianism despite their current roles. 

• The BJP's electoral setback in 2024 doesn't necessarily indicate an ideological defeat. 

• Narendra Modi's 2024 election campaign was notably Islamophobic, unprecedented in 

India's electoral history. 

• Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh criticized Modi's campaign for hate speech but 

the impact was limited. 

No Muslim representation 

 

• Narendra Modi started his third term as India's Prime Minister on June 9. 

• His cabinet of over 70 members doesn't include any Muslims, despite Muslims making 

up about 15% of India's population. 

• The BJP, Modi's party, has historically fielded very few Muslim candidates in elections. 

• Modi has talked about concerns for a specific group of Muslims (Pasmanda), but hasn't 

taken significant actions. 

• Opposition parties now have more Muslim members in Parliament compared to the BJP. 



 

 

• This lack of Muslim representation raises concerns about fair political inclusion in India. 

Under scrutiny 

• Hindutva right-wing organizations view Muslims as a problem and a threat. 

• They scrutinize aspects of Muslim life such as the Azaan, dietary preferences like beef 

consumption, attire such as the burqa/hijab, and religious institutions like madrasas and 

masjids. 

• These actions are part of a broader agenda to de-Islamize India and establish a 

majoritarian Hindu Rashtra (Hindu state). 

• Prime Minister Modi's Islamophobic campaign in 2024 aimed not only at winning 

elections but also at creating an atmosphere where Muslims are seen as outsiders and 

denied equal rights. 

• This perspective goes beyond minority rights violations and reflects a strategy to 

marginalize Muslims in India. 

The rot in India’s higher education system  (01 

July) 
The National Testing Agency-University Grants Commission-Vice Chancellor nexus needs to 

be examined 

• In the academic year 2022-23, there were significant delays in university admissions due 

to the introduction of the NTA-run CUET (Common University Entrance Test) for 

undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 

• Initially, the NTA planned to introduce a CUET for PhD admissions as well, but this plan 

was abandoned in mid-September 2022. 

• Universities, including Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), faced challenges despite 

internal criticism from teachers and students regarding the loss of autonomy in 

admissions. 

• JNU, known for conducting its own entrance exams for nearly 50 years before 2017, 

faced difficulties under the NTA regime despite its history of efficient admissions 

without issues like unfair means or paper leaks. 

• There were calls within JNU to revert to conducting its own entrance exams due to its 

expertise and capacity, but these demands were not fulfilled. 

• The Vice Chancellor of JNU publicly criticized the NTA's multiple choice question format, 

but the university continued to adhere to the NTA-imposed exam format. 

The NTA’s diktat 

• PhD admissions for the 2022-2023 academic year were completed only by mid-March 

2023, after an eight-month delay. 



 

 

• In November 2022, the University Grants Commission (UGC) introduced new regulations 

allowing universities to conduct their own entrance exams for PhD courses. 

• Many faculty members in Central universities expected to return to their own admission 

tests under these new regulations. 

• However, the NTA-friendly heads of institutions decided to continue using the NTA for 

PhD entrance exams, disregarding objections from Academic Councils, students, and 

teachers. 

• This decision included JNU, Delhi University, and Jamia Millia Islamia, forming a 

consortium for the NTA-led exams despite internal opposition. 

• In April 2024, JNU's Vice Chancellor Santishree D. Pandit justified JNU's reliance on NTA 

for entrance exams, citing Ministry of Education directives and funding ties, despite 

government denials in UGC Regulations, 2022. 

• There's no documented contract between JNU and NTA according to Right to 

Information queries. 

• The Vice Chancellor supported a non-binding UGC notice from March 28, 2024, which 

contradicts its own regulations, favoring only June 2024 UGC-NET scores for PhD 

admissions. 

• This decision lacked Academic Council approval and wasn't explicitly recorded in UGC 

meeting minutes. 

Universities taken prisoner 

• Over the past three years, the NTA has controlled university academic calendars, 

endorsed vigorously by the UGC and its Chairperson. 

• Vice-Chancellors of many Central universities have collaborated in implementing UGC 

directives, suppressing internal doubts about exam security and format. 

• This collaboration undermines university autonomy, a key concern under the NTA 

regime. 

• The UGC's decision to prioritize only the June 2024 UGC-NET exam dates for admissions 

has sparked controversy. 

• The Chairperson's premature announcement of exam success, later canceled by the 

Ministry of Education, raises questions about transparency. 

• To restore student trust, government intervention is needed to ensure universities 

adhere to their own governance statutes and UGC regulations for timely PhD 

admissions. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 

• Formation: The AIIB was founded in 2015 and 
is headquartered in Beijing, China. It is a 
multilateral development bank initiated by 
China with the aim of providing financing for 
infrastructure projects in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

• Membership: The AIIB consists of over 100 
member countries from Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and the Americas, including major economies 

New Development Bank (NDB): 

• Formation: The NDB, also known as the BRICS 
New Development Bank, was established in 
2014 by the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa) during the BRICS 
Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil. 

• Membership: The NDB is jointly owned by its 
five founding members, with each country 
having an equal share in the bank's capital and 
voting rights. 



 

 

like China, India, and members of the 
European Union. 

• Purpose: The primary objective of the AIIB is 
to address the infrastructure financing gap in 
the region by investing in projects related to 
transportation, energy, telecommunications, 
water supply, and sanitation. It aims to 
promote sustainable development, regional 
connectivity, and poverty reduction. 

• Governance: The AIIB follows a governance 
structure where decisions are made by its 
member countries based on voting rights. It 
emphasizes transparency, inclusivity, and 
accountability in its operations. 

• Projects: The AIIB funds a variety of 
infrastructure projects, including sustainable 
energy initiatives, urban development 
programs, and cross-border connectivity 
projects across Asia. 

• Purpose: The NDB focuses on financing 
sustainable infrastructure projects and 
promoting development in BRICS countries and 
other emerging economies. Its key areas of 
focus include renewable energy, transportation, 
water infrastructure, and social development 
projects. 

• Governance: The NDB operates on the 
principles of equality, democracy, and mutual 
benefit among its member countries. Decisions 
are made through a consensus-based approach 
that reflects the interests of all member 
countries. 

• Projects: The NDB provides financial support for 
projects that promote sustainable development, 
environmental protection, and economic 
growth in member countries. It aims to 
contribute to the global infrastructure 
development agenda and address challenges 
faced by emerging economies. 
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GS Paper II: Education, Center State Relation 
 
Question: Critically analyze the advantages and disadvantages of placing 'education' in the 
Concurrent list as opposed to the State list.          (250 words/15 Marks) 
 

प्रश्न: 'शिक्षा' को राज्य सूची के बजाय समवर्ती सूची में रखने के लाभ और हाशन का आलोचनात्मक 

शवशे्लषण कीशजए। (250 िब्द/15 अंक) 

 

ANSWER APPROACH 

 

• Introduce the answer with the concept of Union List, State List, and Concurrent 

List in the Indian Constitution (optional, depending on the audience). 

• Then Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of placing education in the 

Concurrent List as opposed to the State List. 

• Then conclude by offering a balanced perspective on the issue, acknowledging 

there's no easy answer. 

 
ANSWER 
 
The inclusion of education in the Concurrent list of the Indian Constitution, as opposed to the 
State list, has been a subject of debate for decades. The shift from the State to the 
Concurrent list occurred through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment in 1976, aiming to 
facilitate the formulation of unified national education policies. However, this change brings 
both advantages and disadvantages. 
Advantages of Education in the Concurrent List: 

• Uniform Education Policy: Placing education in the Concurrent list allows for the 
development of uniform education standards across the country. This is crucial for 
maintaining a consistent quality of education, which can help bridge regional 
disparities and ensure that all students have access to similar opportunities and 
resources. 

• Centralized Regulation and Standards: National bodies such as the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), National Medical Commission (NMC), and the All India Council for 
Technical Education (AICTE) can effectively regulate and maintain standards in higher 
education, ensuring that institutions across states adhere to the same benchmarks of 
quality. 

• Synergy Between Centre and States: The concurrent status fosters collaboration 
between the central and state governments, allowing for a balanced approach where 
national priorities and local needs are addressed simultaneously. This can lead to 
more comprehensive and effective educational reforms. 

• Policy Continuity: Central oversight ensures that educational policies have continuity 
and are less susceptible to frequent changes due to political shifts at the state level. 
This stability can lead to long-term planning and implementation of educational 
initiatives. 



 

 

Disadvantages of Education in the Concurrent List: 

• One-Size-Fits-All Approach: India's vast cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic 
diversity means that a uniform national policy may not be effective in addressing local 
issues. A centralized approach might overlook the unique needs and challenges of 
different states, leading to policies that are not tailored to local contexts. 

• Bureaucratic Delays and Inefficiency: Centralized control can lead to increased 
bureaucracy, causing delays in decision-making and implementation. States may have 
to wait for central approvals, slowing down the process of addressing urgent 
educational needs. 

• Reduced State Autonomy: States, being more familiar with their specific educational 
challenges and contexts, may feel constrained by central regulations. The lack of 
autonomy can hinder states from experimenting with innovative approaches to 
education that are better suited to their populations. 

• Corruption and Lack of Professionalism: As seen in recent controversies surrounding 
national-level exams like NEET, UGC-NET, and CSIR-NET, centralization does not 
necessarily eliminate corruption or inefficiencies. Issues of paper leaks, irregularities, 
and administrative lapses have highlighted that central control is not a panacea for all 
educational problems. 

     
       While placing education in the Concurrent list has its merits in terms of standardization 
and central oversight, it also brings significant challenges related to diversity, autonomy, and 
efficiency. Given that states bear the majority of the financial burden for education, there is a 
strong case for considering a return of education to the State list. This would enable states to 
design and implement education policies that are more attuned to their specific needs, while 
central institutions can continue to provide regulatory oversight to maintain quality 
standards. A balanced approach that incorporates both national and local perspectives might 
be the most effective way forward for India’s diverse educational landscape. 

 

 

PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 

Question 1: Consider the following statements about the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 
1. AIIB is a multilateral development bank headquartered in Shanghai, China, with a focus on financing 

infrastructure projects in Asia. 
2. India is the largest shareholder in AIIB. 
3. Only regional members (countries located in Asia and Oceania) are allowed to join AIIB. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                      (b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only           (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Question 2: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a significant development for India because: 
1. It provides a new source of funding for infrastructure development projects. 



 

 

2. It strengthens India's economic ties with other Asian countries. 
3. India has veto power over AIIB's decisions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only         (b) 1 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only         (d) All of the above 

Question 3: Consider the following statements about the New Development Bank (NDB): 
1. NDB was established by the G20 group of nations. 
2. The bank is headquartered in New Delhi, India. 
3. NDB membership is currently restricted to the founding BRICS countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                  (b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only       (d) None of the above 
 

Question 4: With reference to the decision-making process in the New Development Bank (NDB), consider the 
following statements: 

1. Each member country has one vote, regardless of its financial contribution. 
2. All decisions require a unanimous vote by all members. 
3. The presidency of the bank rotates among member countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

Question 5: Consider the following statements about the Santhal Rebellion: 
1. The main grievance of the Santhals was the displacement due to British imposed land settlements. 
2. The rebellion was primarily led by Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu. 
3. The Santhals aimed to overthrow British rule in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only            (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 only                      (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Question 6: Consider the following statements about the leaders of the Santhal Rebellion: 
1. The Santhal Rebellion was led by a single individual. 
2. Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu were influential figures who mobilized the Santhals. 
3. The rebellion lacked any centralized leadership. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                      (b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only           (d) 2 and 3 only 

Question 7: Consider the following statements about invertebrates and vertebrates: 
1. All invertebrates have a segmented body. 
2. Vertebrates have a closed circulatory system, while invertebrates have an open circulatory system. 
3. Earthworms are the only invertebrates with bilateral symmetry. 



 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                       (b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only            (d) 2 and 3 only 

Question 8: Examples of invertebrates include: 
(a) Fish, birds, and mammals  
(b) Insects, worms, and jellyfish 
 (c) Snakes, lizards, and frogs  
(d) All of the above 
 

 

 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION 

Question 1: Consider the following statements about 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 

4. AIIB is a multilateral development bank 
headquartered in Shanghai, China, with a 
focus on financing infrastructure projects in 
Asia. 

5. India is the largest shareholder in AIIB. 
6. Only regional members (countries located in 

Asia and Oceania) are allowed to join AIIB. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                      (b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only           (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 1 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is correct: AIIB is indeed a 
multilateral development bank headquartered 
in Beijing, China, and its primary objective is to 
finance infrastructure projects in Asia. 

• Statement 2 is incorrect: China is the largest 
shareholder in AIIB, followed by India. 

• Statement 3 is incorrect: AIIB has both 
regional and non-regional members. Countries 
outside Asia, like Germany, Canada, and 
Australia, are also members. 

Question 2: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) is a significant development for India because: 

4. It provides a new source of funding for 
infrastructure development projects. 

5. It strengthens India's economic ties with other 
Asian countries. 

6. India has veto power over AIIB's decisions. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only         (b) 1 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only         (d) All of the above 

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is correct. AIIB offers India access 
to additional funding for infrastructure 
projects. 

• Statement 2 is correct. AIIB promotes regional 
cooperation and economic integration, 
benefiting India. 

• Statement 3 is incorrect. No member country 
has veto power in AIIB. Decisions are made 
through voting based on shareholding. 

Question 3: Consider the following statements about 
the New Development Bank (NDB): 

4. NDB was established by the G20 group of 
nations. 

5. The bank is headquartered in New Delhi, India. 
6. NDB membership is currently restricted to the 

founding BRICS countries. 

Answer: (d) None of the above 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is incorrect. NDB was established 
by the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa). 

• Statement 2 is incorrect. The headquarters of 
NDB is in Shanghai, China. 



 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                  (b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only       (d) None of the above 
 

• Statement 3 is incorrect. NDB has expanded its 
membership to include other developing 
nations like Egypt, Bangladesh, UAE, and 
Uruguay. 

Question 4: With reference to the decision-making 
process in the New Development Bank (NDB), 
consider the following statements: 

4. Each member country has one vote, 
regardless of its financial contribution. 

5. All decisions require a unanimous vote by all 
members. 

6. The presidency of the bank rotates among 
member countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 

Answer: (d) 3 only 
• Statement 1 is incorrect. Voting rights are 

based on shareholding, with larger 
contributors having more influence. 

• Statement 2 is incorrect. Decisions are made 
by a qualified majority vote, not unanimously. 

• Statement 3 is correct. The presidency rotates 
among member countries for a specific term. 

 

Question 5: Consider the following statements about 
the Santhal Rebellion: 

4. The main grievance of the Santhals was the 
displacement due to British imposed land 
settlements. 

5. The rebellion was primarily led by Sidhu and 
Kanhu Murmu. 

6. The Santhals aimed to overthrow British rule 
in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only            (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 only                      (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is correct. Land alienation due to 
British policies and exploitative moneylenders 
were key grievances. 

• Statement 2 is correct. Sidhu and Kanhu 
Murmu were prominent leaders of the 
rebellion. 

• Statement 3 is incorrect. While they resisted 
British control, the aim was not complete 
overthrow of British rule. 

 
 

Question 6: Consider the following statements about 
the leaders of the Santhal Rebellion: 

4. The Santhal Rebellion was led by a single 
individual. 

5. Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu were influential 
figures who mobilized the Santhals. 

6. The rebellion lacked any centralized 
leadership. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                      (b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only           (d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: (d) 2 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is incorrect. The Santhal Rebellion 
did not have one sole leader. 

• Statement 2 is correct. Sidhu and Kanhu 
Murmu were brothers who played a key role in 
uniting and inspiring the Santhals. 

• Statement 3 is correct. The rebellion wasn't a 
top-down structure but rather a collective 
movement driven by grievances. 



 

 

Question 7: Consider the following statements about 
invertebrates and vertebrates: 

4. All invertebrates have a segmented body. 
5. Vertebrates have a closed circulatory system, 

while invertebrates have an open circulatory 
system. 

6. Earthworms are the only invertebrates with 
bilateral symmetry. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only                       (b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only            (d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: (b) 2 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Incorrect. Segmentation is a 
common feature in some invertebrate groups 
like annelids (earthworms) and arthropods 
(insects), but not all. 

• Statement 2: Correct. Vertebrates have a 
closed circulatory system where blood flows 
through vessels, while invertebrates have an 
open circulatory system where blood bathes 
organs directly. 

• Statement 3: Incorrect. Bilateral symmetry, 
with a left and right side that are mirror 
images, is a common feature of most animals, 
including many invertebrates like earthworms, 
insects, and vertebrates. 

 

Question 8: Examples of invertebrates include: 
(a) Fish, birds, and mammals  
(b) Insects, worms, and jellyfish 
 (c) Snakes, lizards, and frogs  
(d) All of the above 
 

Answer: (b) Insects, worms, and jellyfish 
Explanation: 

• Fish, birds, and mammals are all vertebrates 
with backbones. 

• Snakes, lizards, and frogs are also vertebrates. 
• Insects, worms, and jellyfish are all examples 

of invertebrate groups. 

 

 


